| Am talking of Trade, and I'll keep to my Text; 
_ but when fomething prefents which obliges me 
@ 0 turnout of the Way, tho’ it digreffes trom 
= the ferious Part [ amupon, you muft bear with 
te But Stil 1 am upon Trade. 
The Cate am going to talk of now, is a ftrange 
€ce of trading Newscome to Town, they fay, with 
© French Ambaflador, and mightily improv'd 
his Arrival; (viz.) That his Excellency is come 
turn Merchant here, as well as Ambaffador, 
dry forts of Goods they have giyen us a Ca- 
of; which he is to Deal in, fuch as French 
French Wine, French Piftoles, French Priefts, 
@the like, all which he imports Cuftom Free. 
Really, Gentlemen, [ have always been for an 
len Trade with France, and have often {aid fo in 
int, and given you my Reafons for it, and I am 
Mill, whether you had a War or a Peace; but if 
¢an make out this new Story, and make the 
Ampbaffador turn Pedlar, ¥ am not for that 
nd of dealing, J confefs, efpecially, confidering the 
lods he is faid to dealin; befides, I believe he has 
taken out a Licence, as, you know the A& of 
fliament dire&s in fuch a Cafe. 
But, let usexamine the Particulars, firft, his Ex- 
Hency mutt fet up a Mercer’s Shop, and fell French 
ks; This is to trite, I fuppofe, the Weavers in 
tle Fields to coméand trade with him; — which 
¢y would be for doing very little to his Advyan- 
©, I could affure him, if the Defign of making 
lieve it could prevail. 
fays an old Lady, to be fure he does, and it 
event the Mobcoming about him for it, that 
ws fo much Money away among them;—— 
vant you, our Ambaflador wont throw his 
ney about at that rate in Parss. 
Where note, by the way, that the Difference a- 
it Mobs in England and in France, makes this Con- 
Kt of both the Ambafladors very jultifiable, (viz.) 
n England we are govern’d by our Mob, and 
:¢ they know how to govern their Mob, of 
Breafter.. . - 
the ridiculous Story of the French A mbaffador‘s 
over a quantity of Freach Silks to fell, when 
p tell us of fome that he has fold, er any of his 
, we may fay more of the matter : That they 

aht over a fufficient quantity of rich Silks, 
Goods, for theiro.n Furniture, Equipages 
perhaps, for Prefénts where they 
eno queftion, nor is this any 
i] and not at all co the parpoie, 
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all Ambaffadors do {63 efpecially, it will not anfwer 
the End, in Spittle Fields, as above. 

Then, asto French Wines,——His Excellency, no 
doubt, 4-la mode de Brook and Hellier, will open his 
Cellar in Ormond Street, and Retail his French Wines 
Neat and Natural, and I wonder much he has not 
yet thought fit to put a Bunch of Grapes over his 
Door. 

I do confefs, fince the Misfortunes of Brook and 
Hellier, we are all running into the fame Slavery to 
the Vintners that we were in before, both as to Mix- 
tures and Price 3 and except here and there an Ho- 
neft Man, that knows his Intereft, and values his 
Reputation, we are almoft as bad as ever we were 
in that Affair, and Cyder and Turhips will be as” 
dear asever: But that the French Anibaffador fhould 
fet up to Cure us, I can not allow my felf to believe, 
efpecially when it is apparent that all his Extraordi- 
naries of that, and of any other kind, have, as Tam 
aflured,amounted to but a very inconfiderable Quan- 
tity, as appears at the Cuftom-Houfe. 

French Piffoles is the next Grievance —-— but we 
have worn the famous Story of the Oy/fer-Barrel fo 
Thread-bare, that I think it needlefs to repeat any 
any more of it ; the Cafe is fhort, thus; If what one 
Party {ays be true, his French Money will have no 
Effeé& here ; and if what another Party fays is true, 
there is no need of it, and I believe they are both 
wrong tov. 

But now as to his laft French Manufa@ture ; What 
fhall we fay ? How many Bales of French Priefts he 
has brought over with him: This, indeed, the Cu- 
ftom-Houfe Books give no account of; for being 
Contraband, they are not enterable ; and the Duty 
payable upon them is to be receiv’d at the Gallows, — 
not at the Cultom-Houle. 

Now really, Gentlemen, tho’ I am as jealous of 
Popery, as any of you, yet Ican not come into this - 
Notion fo readily, of the French Ambaflador bring- 
ing over thefe Prielts, for fuch Reafons as the/e. 

I do not fee what fhould move the Duke D’ Aumont 
to bring 100 Jefuits, as they fay he has, over in his 
Retinue. (s.) Jt cannot be to Introduce them ; they’ 
want nothing of that Ceremony; they e’en come as 
freely hither, as any People whatever, tho’ not quite 
foopenly. (2.) It can nos be for a Supply, fince they 
aflured us before, there are fy many in England, that 
they begin to be a Burthen to the Catholicks them- 
felves. (3.) It could not be to Protedt them, for more 
than fitch a namber of Prietts as he fhall demand tor 
his own Chappel, he cannot Protest. (4.) — do 

: Po . they 


they need Prote@ion, fince they live here as Safe and 
as Eafy, and are as Open and Publick all over the 
Nation, as they can defire; efpecially if it be true, 
That there were two Hundred Jefuits inthe Parith 
of St. Giles’s. 

Why then muft the Freach Ambaffador bring over 
fo many Priefts? For my part, if the future Alli- 
ances, and Correfpondences we have with France, if 
the debauching the Principles and Manners of the 
common People at Home; if the Divifions and im- 
placable Strife among us, which is now at fuch a 
height, as never was known before; I fay, If thefe 
do not all join to fit us for, and reconcile us to, any 
Government and any Religion that comes uppermott, 
I fhall have no great Apprehenfions from what the Po- 
pith Priefts that come with the French Ambaflador 
may do. God deliver us from feeking Popery; I think 
we really feek Popery now, as much as that can pof- 
fibly eek us ; where it will end, God knows, 

If you will receive Ambaffadors from France, you 
muft allow them the Exercife of their Religion ; and 
you mutt allow their Baggage not to be fearch’d on 
pretence of Cuftoms, as you do allow to other Am- 
bafladors, or they have not the freedom of Ambaffa- 
dors: You would think it very odd an Englifh Am- 
baffador fent into France, fhould not be allow'd to 
carry his Baggage with him free, and to carry Pro- 
teftant Chaplains with him —— If the French Ame 
baffador has more Priefts that his own Chaplains, or 
than ought to be allow'd him as Chaplains, and thofe 
Priefts go beyond the Office and Duty of Chapfains, 
the Law is open, and our Juftices of the Peace ought 
to know how to Execute it ; and why it is not ex- 


_ amin’d into, and the Truth made appear ? The Am- 


baffador cannot Prote& them. But here you take 
the thing by the Lump, and never feek to have it 
enquired into. 

Well then, fays one to me, if you are eafy at this 
flux of Popith Emiffaries and Priefts that are come 
over hither, to Trade in their Trinkets among us 5 
Why do you not openly Tolerate Popery here, you 
may e’en as well Tolerate it, as give the Liberty you 
do? I anfwer, 

Iam no eafier in that than any of you, and have 
fpoken that plainenoughalready. But, in the firft 


place, This is nothing to the French Ambaffador; 


and therefore, before I go on to that part, I mutt clo& 


the firft Point. 


The Notions of the Invafions upon Trade, which 
can be pretended upon the Ambaffador or his Reti- 
nue, a far as I have feen them, are ridiculous and 
abfurd ; Their Goods, other than their proper Ne- 
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ceffaries, which every Armbaffador has t 
of, Lfay, their Goods for Trade, are no Oe 
ed from Duties and Taxes than other Pe 
our Prohibitions extend to them, as well at 
common Merchants: What Complement | 
made them for Goods for their own Ufe, or ¥™ 
for their own Drinking, or Goods that may, “ é 
fuch Cafes fome wruft, pals for fuch, is not wort pt 
ing among us 3 nor any thing but what has alw 
been cuftomary to allow to all Foreign Minith Ss 
to Bribery by French Money, and Popery by Fre 
Priefts, ifthey have any Effect here, as} will 
they have not ; yet, I doubt they had that effi 
even as fully as they can with, before the French f. 
baffador came hither, nor can he make it my 
Worle. ee | 
For my part, as toan Ambaffador’s being rece! 
from France, that I have nothing to fay to, nor 1s t 
Queftion concern’d in this Cafe; but, 1 own to ¥ 
Iam not for affronting Ambaffadors by any mes 
when they are here, let them come from whom ti 
will, efpecially, when the matter of Fatt is not & 
neither. = | 
But aWord now to the Queftion about Tolerarsmgy 
I have had many a brufh with fome honeit g 
People about Toleration, on account of the Chur 
of Scotland: And I find you all mighty fond of ¢ na 
ing the Church of Scotland with Ferfecut:on, hace 
they will not allow of a Toleration for Epilcops 
which, as they are ftated, they can not do. 
But { never found any one of you able to de 
Argument upon any Foundation, but that of a t 
neral Toleration of all Opinions, as well Poptl 
others: And fince the Age is running into what! 
call General Toleration, I do not fee what they t! 
are for it, can fay againft Tolerating Popery ame 
the reft, I think it all ftands upon one Bottom. 
~My Opinion is plain, I am for Tolerating nom 
them; and if you ask me why 1 am then for 
Toleration of Diffenters in England? 1 anfwer & 
all that! offer to prove, (1.) That the Diflen 
England have a legal Demand of their Toleraté 
and enjoy it as a civil Right. ae 
(2.) That the Diffenters have none of thofé Qi 
fications in their Principles,that ought toexemptsh 
from a Toleration. | 
(3.) The Epifcopal People in Scotland, haven 
thofe jut Ohje&ions to make againft the ibli 
Church there, as can juftify a Separation, = 
aig thefe Three { am ready to’ e 
ime. 
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